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Why limiting increases in global temperatures
to well below 2°C above per-industrial levels?
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Source:
National Geographic
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Estimated growth of CO2 emissions from
international shipping versus reduction needs
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Source: Discussion paper on GHG emission
reduction targets for international shipping; Öko-
Institut & CE Delft for German Federal Ministry for
the Environment, 2015
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The need to act on maritime CO2 emissions:
All other sectors covered by EU measures
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Initiatives to reduce GHG emissions from
shipping

• 2002: EP & Council Decision on the 6th Environment
Action Programme called the Commission to "identify
and undertake specific actions to reduce GHG
emissions from marine shipping if no such action is
agreed within the IMO"

• 2009: Climate & Energy Package with similar
provision with 31/12/2011 as deadline

• 2011: White Paper on transport: Commission
identified GHG emission reduction target for shipping
(-40%/-50% by 2050 compared to 2005)

• 2013: Communication & MRV proposal 5
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Communication of European Commission of
28 June 2013: Gradual approach to reduce
GHG emissions from shipping

1. Implementing a system for monitoring,
reporting and verification (MRV) of emissions

2. Definition of reduction targets for the maritime
transport sector

3. Application of a market-based measure (MBM)

… preferably at global level, but action urgently
needed 6
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Gradual approach to reduce GHG emissions:
"MRV first"

• No reliable data on CO2 emissions
from shipping available (official
figures based on bunker sales)

• Robust MRV as foundation of any measure
• MRV provides reliable information on ship

efficiency
• EU MRV to contribute to international debate
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New legal framework for monitoring,
reporting and verification (MRV)

Regulation (EU) 2015/757
adopted on 29 April 2015
• Based on Commission proposal

of June 2013
• Impact assessment and

intensive stakeholder
consultations in 2011 - 2013

• In force since 1 July 2015
• 1st obligations in August 2017
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MRV Regulation: Scope

• Ship voyages related to the EU
• Flag-neutrality
• Exclusion of small emitters below 5000 GT
• Exclusion of special ships (e.g. military, fishing)
• Focus on CO2 as predominant greenhouse gas

emission from ships
• Ship efficiency (expressed by 6 different

indicators for technical and operational
efficiency)
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MRV Regulation: Lean approach using
existing documents and tools
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International dimension of EU MRV Regulation
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• EU measure as contribution to global MRV
discussions leading to adoption of global data
collection system in October 2016

• Review of EU-MRV in the event of agreement
on global MRV (to avoid double reporting)
• Preparation of Inception Impact Assessment

(Roadmap) for review process
• Comparison of all elements ('MRVP') once all IMO

Guidelines adopted, followed by Impact Assessment
• Intensive stakeholder consultations envisaged
• Commission to propose amendments to EU-MRV, if

appropriate
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Thank you for your attention!

Please visit our website:
http://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/transport/shipping/index_en.htm
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